Lesson Three

Let Go, and UseIt: The Parable of the Unjust Steward
Luke 16:1-15

Although the NIV leaves out the word, the text beginghwan “also” as if this
parable is an addendum to the parables Jesus told in Lukeell6tlsheep, the lost coin,
and the lost boy). Those parables were directed,ast le part, toward the Pharisees
(Luke 15:12). Interestingly—and confirming this point—Jesus’ iapfibn of this
parable is directed toward the Pharisees as well (16:14-15).

While the Pharisees scoffed at the parable and manywéedidhave wondered
about the propriety of the parable (it uses a dishomegaist as a model'), Jesus is very
clear and decisive about the point of the story (16:9)elflyou, use worldly wealth to
gain friends for yourselves, so that when it is gone, wdl be welcomed into eternal
dwellings.” The NIV actually softens the language herebia—the text reads
“unrighteous wealth” rather than merely “worldly vitba’

Money is viewed in this text as “unrighteous” and as atgaticompetes with the
Lordship of God.

At one level Jesus advises his disciples (“people ¢it"Nigto use their money
shrewdly (wisely, intelligently) as this dishonestvamt did. As disciples we neither
waste nor hoard money. Rather, we see money agarcesor eternal benefit; we see it
as a way to further the kingdom of God. In particulag thildren of light use their
money to serve the kingdom of light which has eteraakequences for others as well as
ourselves.

At another level Jesus critiques the idolatrous naturdowhg money. The
Pharisees loved money and served it. When we loveesnwe bow before it and it
controls us. Instead, we are called to serve God witbautmoney—and to serve him
shrewdly (wisely).

James A. Harding (1848-1922), co-founder of Lipscomb Universigstantly
emphasized these two principles. For example, he applad to whoever operates their
“business, whatever that may be, solely for the advaaoe of God's kingdom; if
[everyone] should consider [themselves] as being imthdd simply and solely for that
purpose, what a wonderful change we would have in the wbrlti!believe,” Harding
wrote, “that Christians should use their surplus proynfatt the poor, the sick and the
kingdom of God 2

The wise manager of their money, Jesus seems tovébaghrewdly devote to the
interests of the kingdom of God rather than hoard ia dgver of money or waste it
through self-indulgence. Even “unrighteous wealth” mayweseghe kingdom and the
disciples of Jesus do not use it for the sake ofkihgdom of light they may find
themselves worshipping mammon rather than serving thairema

The deceitfulness of this mammon means that we oftenofimselves in a self-
justifying and defensive mode. Jesus reorients us to thef useney, a shrewd and wise
use, for the sake of the kingdom of God as a way to inweStod’'s eternal kingdom
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project. Here is where discipleship lies when the @&hascbetween mammon and the
master.

Questions:

1.

2.

What was it about the Pharisees that moved thenofbache parable and its
meaning?

What is that Jesus commends about “shrewdness”? \Whad wontrast with
“shrewdness” in the use of money?

What do you think about the sentiments of James A. HgiPdimwhat ways do
they resonate with you or not?

What is the propriety of using “unrighteous wealth” fioaking “friends”? Does
something about that run against your values?

What are some “shrewd” or “wise” ways to use mone\ttie benefit of the
kingdom of God?



