L esson Two

Free From Greed, Freeto Share
1 Timothy 6:2b-19

Free From Greed

There are those who love money so much that thel tgimdliness is a means to
financial gain,” but “godliness with contentment is grgaih.” Greed distorts what is
really important; it perverts the pursuit of godliness eftmancial adventure. The love
of money corrupts everything it touches.

The love of money—the idolatry of money—is expressealdiesire to “get rich” which
is the flip side of a lack of contentment. “Whoeverds money never has money
enough; whoever loves wealth is never satisfied witlingisme” (Ecclesiastes 5:10).

The pursuit of wealth without contentment resultsnmahy griefs” because that agenda
is a “trap” that leads to “ruin and destruction.” It bliradgl ensnares us. Wealth without
contentment is sinking sand whereas generosity is a féiumdation.”

Freeto Share

The freedom to share is nurtured by the developmentiodi@cter that pursues
“righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance andegess.” Formed by these
virtues disciples are “generous and willing to share.”

The pursuit of wealth without sharing is arrogance amst$rwealth rather than God.
Stinginess, the inability to share, indicates stunpadtsal growth; it ungodliness—to be
unlike God himself.

The wealthy are commanded “to do good, to be rich in geeds, and to be generous
and willing to share.” To “do good” is a Jewish expressarbénevolence as in, for
example, James 4:17: “Anyone, then, who knows the goodi¢jiet to do and doesn’t do
it, sins.” The heart of the wealthy is tested by whetth&hares or not, whether it can be
generous like God.

Godlinessthe Key

Godliness—Iiving as God’s partner in the present age—reé®m greed so that we are
free to share. This freedom is the “treasure” thigrsfa “firm foundation for the coming
age.” This “treasure” enables us to “take hold of thetlid is truly life.”

Contentment, character and charitableness are istiynabven together in the freedom
of godliness. Dissatisfaction, arrogance and miserliassatimately woven together in
the snare of greed.



Greed enslaves but godliness liberates, and when godlinesddiyexe become
generous people just as God himself is generous with uswidprg “us with everything
for our enjoyment.”

Questions for Discussion

1.

2.

What are some of the characteristics of those whauasdliness for “financial
gain”? What are some of the characteristics of a goellgon?

Given 1 Timothy 6:17-19, what “sermon” would you share with*tich”? Do
you sense a measure of discomfort with that sermon? Why?

Why is the pursuit of wealth a snare? What makes it &3narthere a pursuit of
wealth that is not a snare? Why do you think so?

How do we know whether we are “loving money” or not? Whexdts” or
“questions” can we apply to ourselves to discern this ircharacter?

What does contentment mean? What does it look likeriivaes?

As wealthy Americans, do we find ourselves defensive vitheymes to how we
use our wealth? If so, why?



